
Baltimore County School Board Nominating Commission Meeting
Zoom Virtual Meeting, August 16, 2021

ATTENDEES: Aaron Plymouth (Chair); Tony Campbell (Vice Chair); Julie Sugar (Secretary);
Leslie Weber; Virginia Hoy; Robert Pfaff; Jeannette Young; Katherine Bloom; Michael
Darenberg; Eugene Clark; Cindy Sexton; Elisa Hartman; Tobi Atkinson-Pulley
Absences: Marietta English; Laura Suffecool; Ruben Amaya; Lisa Grace
Guests: Dr. Jennifer Lynch (County Executive’s office); Amy Adams; Mary Taylor; Tami
Karwacki; Michael Ruby (reporter, Country Chronicle); Lillian Reed (reporter, Baltimore Sun);
WBFF Fox 45

Meeting called to order at 6:33 pm by Chairman Plymouth

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS: Welcome. Roll Call. Chairman Plymouth asked if there were any
changes to the agenda; the agenda stands, but Vice Chair Campbell noted that he had one
change which could wait to be discussed later in the meeting. The May 5, 2021 minutes were
unanimously approved as presented. Secretary Sugar asked guests to introduce themselves for
the minutes. After introductions, Chairman Plymouth asked Vice Chair Campbell to mute guests
during the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:
● Reflections on our Commission Tenure: Chairman Plymouth thanked all

commissioners for their service. He noted that all current commissioners’ terms will end
on September 30, 2021. He provided a synopsis of the commission’s accomplishments
given this was the first term of a brand new commission: conducted 49 interviews,
formed committees and subcommittees, held 6 public hearings, and will be leaving a set
of bylaws, policies, and procedures for the incoming commissioners. Offered special
thanks to Vice Chair Tony Campbell for arranging zoom meetings throughout the
pandemic. Chairman Plymouth expressed appreciation for how well the commissioners
worked together and expressed that he enjoyed his tenure and would be departing upon
the end of the current term.

● Acknowledgements from the County Executive’s Office: Dr. Lynch said it was her
honor to participate in the meeting. She thanked the commissioners on behalf of the
County Executive who was unable to attend. She had citations prepared for each
commissioner in the hopes of an in-person meeting but would mail them to the
commissioners. She stressed that this commission had no path cut before them and
therefore had to carve a brand new path. She thanked commissioners for being
thoughtful and deliberative in selecting nominees for the School Board and stressed the
importance of this process as it is critical to have a highly functioning School Board.

● Notes from Vice Chairman: Vice Chairman Campbell spoke to clarify the application
process for the new term, after speaking with the Appointments Secretary for the
Governor:

○ The current term began in October 2017 and will end on September 30, 2021.



○ Eight members of the 19 member commission are appointed by the Governor’s
office by legislative district. Any current appointee who wishes to serve on the
commission for the upcoming term must re-apply to the Governor’s office for the
new term regardless of when they were appointed. He stated that the Governor’s
office is currently accepting applications and that there is no specified deadline
as of yet, although the new term will begin on October 1, 2021.

○ Ten of the commission members represent stakeholder organizations. Tracy
Gover from BCPS sent a letter to each of the organizations asking for the name
of each group’s representative for the next term.

○ The 19th member of the commission is selected by the County Executive’s office.
○ September 30, 2021 is the last day of the current term. October 1, 2021 will be

the first day of the new term.

● Meeting adjourned at 6:52 pm.

COMMITTEES:
● Screening Criteria/Rubric: A. Plymouth, T. Atkinson-Pulley
● Public Hearings: T. Campbell, L. Suffecool, L. Taylor
● Interview Questions/Rubric: R. Pfaff, A. Plymouth, E. Hartman
● Bylaws: T. Atkinson-Pulley, E. Hartman
● Calendar: M. Darenberg, J. Sugar
● Application Review: Officers
● Nominating: M. Darenberg, J. Young, R. Amaya, R. Pfaff
● Ad-Hoc Policies and Procedures: L. Suffecool, E. Hartman, C. Sexton

Next Meeting: To Be Announced

Respectfully submitted by Julie Sugar, Commission Secretary 2017-2021


